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County, and in many other of the more progressive lo-
calities throughout the South to-day. And at the same
time, the lynchings and riots and other manifestations of
racial conflict are continuously if slowly growing less fre-
quent. Whatever may be the relative strength of the two
theories, the facts are lining up in support of the Booker
Washington prophecy at the Atlanta Exposition when he
said: "In all things that are purely social we can be as
separate as the fingers, yet one as the hand in all things
essential to mutual progress."

During the last twenty years of his life Mr. Washington
came more and more to be regarded as the representative
and spokesman of his race, and was invited to represent
and speak for them at such national and international
gatherings as the annual conventions of the National
Negro Business League, of which he was the president and
founder; the great meeting in honor of the brotherhood of
man, held in Boston in 1897; the Presbyterian rally for
Home Missions, at which President Grover Cleveland
presided; the International Sunday-school Convention
held in Chicago in 1914; the meeting of the National
Educational Association in St. Louis in 1904; the Thanks-
giving Peace Jubilee in the Chicago Auditorium at the close
of thewarwith Spain in 1898, with President McKinley and
his Cabinet in attendance; the Commencement exercises
at Harvard in 1896, when President Eliot conferred upon
him the degree of Master of Arts; the International Con-
ference on the Negro, held at Tuskegee in 1912, with repre-
sentatives present from Europe, Africa, the West Indies,
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